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Oxford Baptist | 
| MINUTES OF THE wisn session. ’ 


 dodrdings to previous’ arrangement the bélow named ur 
ciated churches met by their delegates in convention wi 
Yocona church, on. Friday before the ath in Octab 
for the Porganizing a new and after “preach: 
by Elder W. Dupuyyon motion of Elder: NB s; Elder W. Qu 
was called to act.as Chairman and Ww, ers Setreti- ° 
fe Reail the letters and enrolled the names of dclegates a8 follows: 
¥Cumax Creek—R. G. Howlett, W. 8. Bunch,)A. Hunkipliries, D, -¢- 
“Burgess 
VPLeast G Grov =U, N. Acker, B. a Tidwell W. My Hair. | 
+ Evraeka—S. R, Lamb. - 
-Brtuanr—WJ. J. Sawyer\N. T. B mom, 3 E. Draper. + 
Goon Hops—A. ¥ Middleton, John Y. ee ) 
Biack J ca . Wooten. A 
# Water VALLE Dupuy; ag Colina R. Hill, | 
Systats Camm oonge Re Pyles, J. Mills, 3:2. 
Rodge \ 
<OxronD—ait, HE rani fl. Corot A. 3. Quinehe, 4 
_ & Mount Grrtea0—R, Holmes, J, Mathews 
&Yettow Lear—J, Humphries, Jolin Fergis FP J. Mt, Gough. 
iT Antiocu+S. D. Johns, J. 8. Collins, Sam’! Eddins 
* Yoooxa—J. F. Moore, ‘. Rk. W = Joseph ° Wisk: J, W. 
Stokes. ' 


" The Committee appointed to draft a Constitution, Rules of Dé. : 
corum and Articles of Faith, reported, pending the adoption, of thé 

sume, the convention. adjourned until to-morrow morning 9 o'clock. 
Prayer by the Chairman. 


Met according to adjournment—prayer’ d ‘Bro. A.J. “Quiche. 
Resamed the consideration of the adoption of te Constitution, Rules 
of Degorum and Articles of Faith, which with some amendments, wefe | a 
unanimoudly adopted. Elder R, G. Hewlett, imoved that. this con-% #. 
Yention now adjourn and fesolve itself into an. - Association eed. 
eleet.a Moderator, Clerk dnd Treasurer, 

Elder W, Dupuy, was chosen Moderatof, Bro. W. H: Carothers 
‘BClerk; Bro. Jesse umphries Treasurer. Appointed R. G, Hewlett cg 
A. J. Quinche, a committee to arrange the business for the Ane ss 
tion who reported se following ; ce aN 


ek Petition ters. 27 ecelve corresponding nd OF Se? 
Read xepe menpelizers pcre Soap pro- —f 
- agers to e¢ rresy - tail ‘ 


GORE ee nace } nia . 























, —s ee " 
foint committee to write a corresponding Letter: 10th Receive the 
ive Treasurer's report. 


. of standing committees. 11th 
: Tkh Receive of Finance committee. 13th Appoint standing 
e committees. 14th Receive the report of committee on correspou- 


dence, 15th Appoint delegates to the State and Southern Baptist 
Conventions. 16th Appoint the place for the next Associational 
meeting. 17th Appoint a Brother to hr the Introductory Ser- 
mon. 18th Receive resolutions, 19th’ Call and correct the roil: 
20th Call for the reading and correction ‘of the minutes, -* 


Sg Te —p 


- Appointed the following committees: ss 
On standing order of business, T. R. Williams, D. J. Burgess. 

' .On religious exercises, Pastor and Deacons of Yocona church. 
Called for petitionary letters, none presented. 
Called for correspodence;none presented, ~ 

- Invited thinistering brethern present, who are not members of our 

pod, to seats with us. ElderJ. G. Hall, from the Yalobusha and’ 
Elder H. L. Findley, from the Chickasaw Associations accepted «the 
invitation, Appointed B. H. Collins and B. R. Tidwell, a committee 


~ sete ; 


-—* on Finance. 

i - The committee on religious exercises, reported Elder J. G. Hall, 
| to preach on Sabbath at 11 o'clock a. M. - 

o Appointed our next meeting with the Oxford church, on Thursday 


%, before the first Sebbath in October, 1871, and Elder R. G. Hewlett, 
to the Introductory Sermon, ‘ g 

Appointed’ R. H. Whitehead and J. N, Acker, a committee to 
nominate religious’ bodies with.whom we will correspond, who reported 

tae the following: The Chickasaw, Cold Water,. Yalobusha, Tippah, 

yy Zion and Hatehié Associations, Southern Baptist and Baptist 
. State Conventions. Appointed R. G.;Hewlett, W, H. Carothers, B, 
Ii. Whitehead, W. Dupuy, J. F. Moore, N. T. Byers, A, J. Quinche, 
A, W, Middleton and } _N. Acker ag delegates to the Southern Baptist 
and Baptist State Conventions. vd } 


Appointed John Ferguson, TR. Williams, J. J. Sawyer and : 
R. G. Hewlett as messengers to the Chickasaw As: ociation, ‘To the, 
Ti Association, R. G. Hewlett, W. 8. Bunch, N. T. Byers, R. I. 
WwW ead and J. F. Meore. ‘Zion Association, N. T. Byers, A. W. 
Middleton and John Ferguson. Big Hatchie Association, J. 

















& 
; 


Hewlett, B. H Collins, W. 8S, Bunch, T. R, Williams. 
Appointed the following standing committees : 

Domestic Missions, J. F. Moore; A. W. Middleton. 
Foreigi. Missions, R. G. Hewlett, and J.N. Acker. 
Sabbath Schools. A. J. Quinché and John MeMillan. © 
Publications; J. J. Sawyer, J. 8. Collins. . 
Ministerial Education, k. H. Whitehead, and N. T.. Byers. 
' Appointed ‘an Executive a-follows : 

* From Clear Creek chureli, . Hewlett: Pheasant Grove, B. 








Sawyer, J. F, Moore, W, H. Carothers, R, H. Whitehead, R. G, 
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* ———————————EEEESSSSSS 
Mount Gilead, S. Hale; Yellow Leaf, Jesse Humphries; Antioch, . 
"1.8. Collins; Yocona, J. F. Moore. welntinesed ti 
“Qu motion adjourned for one hour—prayer ty R. H. Whitehead. 
Met according to adjournment—prayer by H.L: Finley, ‘The 
committee appointed to write a letter, of correspondence, offered. the 
following which was adopted: * cet tates 
THE OXFORD_BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. te 
pati ae: TO CORRESPONDING BODIES. 


Deas BaeTarex : aus x ; ’ 
We take pleasure in the begining of our Associational 
career, in addressing you this epistle ot love, hoping it may be your desire ta open 

: ce with us and that we may have fraternal communication with cach . 
other, as we labor in the great work of promoting the kingdom of our Redeemer. 

We met according to an appointment ofa preliminary coprentioa -which met at 
Good Hope church Panola county, with the Yocbna Baptist chidtch, on. Friday before 
the fifth Sabbath in October 1870. When in ‘convention, we were organized into aa 
Awociation, under the name of the Oxtord Baptist Association. Our Association bebins 
with thirteen churches, with an aggregate of 953 members, and comprises for the most 
part, the territory formerly occupied by the-Panola Association. 

*We adopted the New Hampshire Confession of Faith, with some alterations, as 
outs, We have sent corresponding messengers to your Bodies, whose names wll 

upon our minutes, whom we hope. you will receive and who will communicate 
anyadditional information you may wish in regard to us, 4 

We beg to conclude our letter with the hope you wiil pray that we may have the 
blessings of God ypom our. efforts in promoting thé charitable and christian purposes 
of our union. ‘ ; 

The following resolutions were adoped, to wit : 

_ Resolved;. That this. Association advise the churches within her 
bounds to raise « fund for the benefit of superannuated ministers, and: 
snd it as soon as convenient to the Executive Board, whose duty it 
shall be to appropriate it where. it is most needed. 

Resolved, That this Association recommend to the patronage of its 

members, Tus. Home aNp Foreran Jéuanat, the Curip’s Dexraut, 
and theBarrist. 
* Resolved, That the thanks of this er be tendered to the church 
af Yocona anditizens of the community, for the kind hospitality with 
which they have been received and entertained by them during the 
session of the Association. : 

The following pledges were made for the support of Domestic 
Missions within the bounds of our Association : 





Cizar Crerx Cuynca $50.00 Yeulow Lear , $15,00 
Pirasanr Grove 5.00° “ANTI0cH J 20.00 
Goon Hors ; 25.00 ° Yocora .. 25:00 
, Borewa . 5.00 R. G Hewierr - 10.00 
Bernayy 12 00 ‘T. B-Wiiiass 10 00 
Buaex Jack "; 500 H. E. Drareg 5.00 
Warex Varury 30.00. W. 8. Buncu 6.00 
Brxuw’s Casng 10.00. D.J.. Burorss \ 5.00 
Oxvoxn - er 25.00 Mus, Sanau Burt 5.00 
Moust Gitead j 25.00 , 





__. - Proposition to amend article 11th of our conatitution by. adding, 
‘That the Moderator shall appoint five additional members living near 
somechurch. 'The"Clérk wag instkucted to have as many copies of 
minutes printed Poa ands fn hand for that purpose will pro- 
and that the of dplegajhs appointed to this.body whe fail- 
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4. : \ 
A collection was taken up for the benefit of the Crphans Home Ast: 9. This A 


amounting to about $30. = oon 


The committee on Finance reported $43.70, received to pay for 


the printing of the minutes. te fre 

The Associatiod then adjourned to meet at the time and place 10. This. 

above designated. A hymn was sung and the parting hand extended An. other repre 
to each other. ; : } : 

W. DUPUY, Moderator, ff} Ae 11: This. 

W. H. Canotuszas, Secretary. . bom Board, 

. rf shall have | 

oii = ir i — ‘ Said Board 

the busines 

Sarcteag te pose sliall 1 

CONSTITUTION. Eanual-Ret 

Association 


Anticre, 1. This Association shall be called the-Oxford Baptist Associa- 2 Thia( 
tion, which shall meet adinually. ‘The object ofthis union shall be to “#7: 12 4h 
cultivate fraternal intercourse)and love, between the churches com- th f 

‘posing this body, and, to pnite their efforts in the great work of as propos! 
advancing the Redeemer’s Kingdom. In the prosecution of these “ 

- objects, the dissemination of the gospel, by missionary operations beth 
at home and abroad, shall receive their encouragement, fostering care 
and smpport. It shall, also, be the aim of this Association to promote 
the cause of Sabbath Schools; also, the interests of general eh ucation 
and more especially, the education of the ministry. All christian and 
charitable enterprises shall receive their enoourayement, aniong which 
the support ofsuperannuated dnd worn out ministers will receive ewpe- 
cial attention. ¢ Agr. 2; The M 


| ) Xo y 2 Tt 
Ant. & Each Church belonging to this Asadciation) shall be entitled. to discretionay 
to three Reprentatives, until the number reaches fifty, and one dele- § ‘Arr, 3. Any m 


Agriciz 1. Th 


gate for every additional fifty, provided in no case,\any church slrall ‘Associgtgor 
have more than five delegatts. Agr. 4. The M 
Arr. 3. The delegates present representing qhurches, shall ‘at the opening member of 
of the session, present their letters of correspdndence which must state shall not b 
their appointment, together with the number of members in fellowship, J gay 5 yy 
the number baptized, received by letter, restored, dismissed by letter, os diseusy 
excluded, aud died during the year. f sien age 
Anr. 4. Any church of this Association, failing to represent herself atone publicly an 
meeting, will be expected to state the reason thereof, at the n ‘tis 6. B 
meeting ;-and ifany church thus fail at two successive meetin zs, : ; 4 ut oF 
-Association may consider her dropped from her number,or may appoint» ae 





a committee to enquire into the cause of such failure. 


Art. 5. Other Churches approving our Articles of Faith, and desiring to. eT ‘ ' 

. live, and act in fellowship with us, may-be admitted into this Body, by Pate aon 

signifying their approval, and desire by delegates and letters. . “wf al 
Ant. 6. This Association shall have a Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer, tun 


fl 
-who shall be chosen by ballot at each annual meeting, as soon as the pe Ney 
letters from the churches are read and the names of the delegates 8 The bs 
enrolled. A majority of votes cast, being necessary to election. | Ast. 9. No m 
Associay: ial to eligibility t _ subject, wit 
m shall be essential to eligi ity to ‘all have 

be chosen Moderator more than Aar. 10. No 


hours of bi 


- 





t- . mY ‘ 5. 


© | “9, This Association shall have no power to adopt rules, or institute 
Crphans Home § Ast Sted ings that shall infringe upon: thé tatleeadiocs or rights of 
~ . ghurches; but it may when requested by a church in its letter of cor- 


ived to pay for respondence and not otherwise, give advice to such Body; and it ma 
separate from such churches as are known to walk Gieorerty. ine . 
time and place : iation ma 

10. This Association may co nd by letter and messengers, with 
hand extended el Sercdaltntive bodies of the Baptist denomination. 


er. 11: This Association shall at its Annual Meetings appoint an Execu- 
> Moderator. 4 tive Board, composed of as many members as there “pall be churches \- 
° represented, any five of whom shall constituteaquorum. Eachchurch | 
shall have the privilege of nominating its wn member of the Board.— 
Said Board shall elect its own officers and-shall have power.to transact 

; the business of the Association, when not in session, and for this pur- 

‘ sliall meet as often as its Chairman shall deem necessary. An 
annual Report of the proceedings of the Board shall be made to the 
Association. 

Ar. 12 This Constitution may be altered or amended at any regular 
meeting, by a majority of two-thirds of the members present, provided 

the proposition for change be made at the previous meeting. 

; A 
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be 


am 


Asricix 1. The Association shall be opened and closed by prayer. 
Ant. 2 The Moderator shall be considered judge of order; and shall have 


Se 


Il be entitled. to discretionary right to call to order at any time. 

, and one dele- § ‘Ant, $3. Any member not satisfied with “his decision, may appeal to the fh . 

any church slralf ‘Associgtjon the same day, but at no other time. ih 
; ; Ant. 4. The Moderator shall have the same privilege of speech, as any other 4 

all ‘at the opening member of the Body, provided he call some brother to the chair; but / 


which must state shall not be permitted to vote, except in case of a tie. . 
bers in fellowship, 


smissed by letter, Atr. 5. Every motion made in order, and seconded, after sufficient time _ 


for discussion, shall be, by the Moderator, put to the vote of the Asso- 
ciation, a majority of whom, éhal] govern; and the decision shall be 
ent herself atone [| publicly announced by the Moderator. 


of, ov otinaa Zhe { 4%: 6. But one member ‘shall speak at a time, who shall rise to his feet, 

~ and address the Moderator, and the Moderator when addressed hy a 
member for pertnission to epeak, shall signify the same, by naming the 
person or otherwise. 


Se 





1, and desiring to 


nto this Body, by Axe. 7. Every member in Sieciie this Body, must confine his remarks 
i letters. | sae subject under discussion, and no member shall be inte rupted 

: while apealindg, unless lie depart from the subject, or use words of per- 
: and Treasurer, sonal reflection. 
, as soon as the \ : : : 
of the delegates Ant. 8. The appellation brother, shall fe used in our addresses. 
o election. _ | Aat. 9. No member shall be allowed to speak more than twice on the same. 
1 to eligibility to - Subject, without leave from the Association, nor more than once, until — 

. all have h an opportunity of peaking. : ' 


more than Ant. 10. No momber shall be at jiberty to abscnt himself, dari 
hours of business without leapgfrom the Moderator. 


. 


4 


6. 


———EEEEEEEEEO : 

Ant. 11. It shall be the duty of the Clerk, to keep a correct record of the 

ings of the Association, and submit the same to the correction 
. of the Association, at the close of each sesssion ; and to preserve a file 
._ of all proceedings of the Body. 

Art. 12, 1t shall be the duty of the Treasurer,:to receive all monies pre. 
sented for Associational purposes, and pay them over by the orderof. 
the Body. ¢ ‘ : ’ 

Ant. 13. In case of motion to suspend any rule of this Association, a vote 
of two thirds shall be necessary. . ad 

Ant. 14. The roll of delegates shall be called at the close of each session ; 

’ and absentees without-permission,shall be designated upon the minutes 
as such, without leave of the Moderator. 

~s 


+ 4 


DECLARATION OF FAITH.‘ 


i © 


I. OF THE SCRIPTURES. . ‘ 


We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired, 
and is a perfect treasuré of heavenly instruction ; that it has God for its 
author, salvation for its end, and truth for its matter; that it reveals the 
principles by which God will judge us; and therefore is, and shal] remdin 
to the end of the world, the true centre of Christian union, and the supreme 
standard by which an conduct, creeds, and opinions should be tried. 


of 


| 
We 


TI nee 


Il, OF THE TRUE GOD. 


e that there is one, and only one, living and true God, an 
infinite, in nt Spirit, whose name is Jenovau, Maker and Supreme 
Ruler of Heavén and Earth ; inexpressibly glorious in holiness, and worthy 
of all possible honor, confidence and love ; that in the unity of the Godhead 

there are three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; equal in 
every divine perfection, and executing distinct, but harmonious offiees in the © 
great werk of redemption. . ; 


IIf, OF THE FALL OF MAN. 


We believe that man was created in holiness, under the Jaw of his 
Maker; but by voluntary transgression fell from that holy and happy state; 
in consequence of which all mankind are now sinners, being by nature’ ut- 
terly void of that holiness required by the law of God,: positively inclined 


to evil; and therefore under just condemnation to etérnal ruin, without 


defence er excuse. 


IV. OF THE WAY OF SALVATION, ° 


We believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace ; through 
the Mediatorial offices of the Son of God; who by the appointment of the 
Father, freely took upon Him our nature, yet without sin; honored the 
Divine law by his personal obedience, and by his death made a-full atone- 
ment for our sins ; that having risen the dead; He is now enthroned’ 
in Heaven; and uniting in His wondegful person the tenderest sympathies 
with i qualified to be a suitable, a com- . 
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“als heljeve that the great Gospel blessing whith Christ secures to such 
resi Justieation ; that Justieation udes the pardon of 
S sad the promise of eternal life on principles of snes; that it is 
enaeed not in consideration of any works of which we have 
but faith in the Redeemer’s ; by virtue of which 


me T:< verfect righteousness is freely imputed to us of ; that it brings 
= : Lwin of st blew pac and favor with God, an 
other spiritual blessing for time and eternity. ‘e 
VI. OF THE FREENESS OF SALVATION. \ > 
believe that the blessings of salvation made free to all\by the © 
G of that it is the Sse of all ave them by a i 
penitent and obedient faith; and that nothing prevents the salvation. of the 
test sinner 6n eatth, but his own inherent depravity and voluntary 
rejection of the Gospel ; which rejection involves him in an aggravate 


condemnation. 
VII. OF GRACE IN REGENERATION. , 


We believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be regenerated; or 
born again; that regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition to the 
mind; that it is effected in a manner above our apne by the power - 
of the Holy Spirit, in connection with Divine truth, so as to secure our 
voluntary obedience to the Gospel ; and that its a evidence is found 
in thie holy fruit which we bring forth to the glory of God. 

VIII. OF ELECTION, 


’e believe that election is Gods act of choice, or gracious purpose, 
sccording to which he calls, .regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners; that 
itis aceording to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth, unto obedience and sprinkling of 
the blood of Jesus Christ; and that God from the begining, before the | 
foundution 6f the world, chose His ‘people in Christ, that they should be - 
holy and without blame before him in live: + Haying predestinated them 
to the-adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself accordiug to the good: 
pleasure of his will? that it comprehends all the means in connection with . 
the end and is & most glorious display of God’s soverign goodness, being in- 
‘finitely wise, holy and unchangeable ; that it aay excludes boasting and 
promotes humility, thankfulness, and trast in‘God ; that it encourages the 
we of means in the highest degree ; isthe foundation of Christian assurance; 
and that to ascertain it with regard to ourselves, demands and deserves our “— 
utmost diligence ; and that we can only ascertain this by the reception of, 







and obedience to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
_ IX. OF THE-PERSEVERANCE ‘OF THE SAINTS. — 

We believe that such only are real. believers as endure unto the end; . 
that their persevering attachment to Christ is the grand mark which distin-. 
fuishes them from superficial professors; that a special Providence watches 

ver their welfare; and they are kept bv the power of God through faith 
uato salvation. 4 sg ae eee xe 
X. OF THE HARMONY OF THE LAW.AND THE GOSPEL. 

We believe that the Law of God is the eternal and unchangeable rule " 
of His moral government ; that it is holy,- just and good ; and that the in- 
ability Which the Scriptures ascribe to 
arises entirely from a corrupt and depraved nature, to. deliver them from 


Nv Ith tho Seabinhnel ve he visto church ™ aaa 


len men.to fulfill its precepts, — . 





8, 
XI. OF A GOSPEL CHURCH. 


We believe that a visiblechurch of Christisa congregation of bapti 
believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the 
observing the ordinances of Christ; governed by His laws ; and exerei 
the gifts, rights and privileges invested in them by His word ; that its onh 
scriptural are Bishops or Pastors, and Deacons, whose qualifications, 
claims and duties are defined in the Scriptures. Os e4 

XII. OF BAPTISM AND THE LORD'S SUPPER. | 


We believe that Christian Baptism is the immersion in water 
a believer, into the name ¢t the Father, and Son, and Holy Spirit ; to sho 
forth in a solemn and begatiful emblem, our faith in a buried and rise 
Savior, with its effect, in our death to sin and resurrection to a new life 
that it is pre-reqisite to the privileges of a church relation; and to th 
Lord’s Supper, in which the’ members of the church by the sacreil use of 
bread and wine, are to commemorate together the dying love of Chriat 
preceeded always by solemn self-examination. 


XII. OF THE CHRISTLAN SABBATH. 


We believe that the first day of the week.is the Lord's Day,or Chris 
tian Sabbath ; and is to be kept sacred to religious purposes, bf abstaining 
from all secular labor and sinful recreations; by the devout observance of 
all the means of grace, both private and public: and by preparation ‘fi 
that rest that remaineth for the people of God. 


XIV, OF CIVIL :GOVERNMENT. 


. We believe that Civil Government-is of Divine appointment, for 
the interests and good order uf human society ; and that magistrates are t 
be prayed for, and obeyed; except only in things opposed to the will o 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord of the conscience, and the 
Prince of the kings of the earth, 


XV. OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 


We believe that there is a radical and essential difference between the 
righteous and the wicked ; that such only as through faith are justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, aod sanctified by the Spirit of our God, are 
truly righteous in His esteem ; while all such as continue in impenitence 
and unbelief are in Wis sight wicked, and under the curse; and this dis- 
tinction holds among men both in and after death. 


XVI, OF THE WORLD TO COME. 


We believe that the end of this world is approaching; that at the 
appointed time, Christ will descend from heaven, and raisé the dead from 
etenve to final retribution ; that a solemn separation will then take 
plate; that the wicked will be adjudged to endless panishment, and the 
righteous to endless joy ; avd that this judgement will fix forever the final 
state of men iv heaven or hell, on principles of righteousness, 
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MINUTES. 
4 
gor Oxford Baptist ‘Association gemmenced with the Ciear Creek 


arch on Thursday the 28th of Septe suber, 1871. 

The Introductory Sermon war pte ached by Elder R. G. Howlett; Text 
Joho Sth chapter end 41h verne. 

Alter a recess of one hour the delegated assembled in the ened ‘tor 
ieee, aud ‘efter singing, praycr Was offered by the Moderator ider 


ny. 
We Daps. from churel ies we re re nd bhysRrethren Ji ames Ne ‘Ison nnd R 
G, Hewlett and the names of de ‘epates eprotled, after which AM election 
wis hal for officers of the Association for the ensuing year, (Elders Jas. 
Nelson and B.D. Miller ae ting as ay Nera) which resulted in theicheice of 
EM. W. Dupuy for Moderator, W, Hl. Cagothers for Secretary hud D. J, 


Barges: for Treasurer. 

Peti mary te tfers were called for, when letters from Provi idenge, Centre 
WW add Pleasant Ridge churches were read‘and their delegates received, 
also right hand of fellowship extended after they had given sutisfaction\us 
to their being orthodox, Called ‘for Corre spondence fram other bodies 
when Eld, E. D. Miller was recognized as messenger from the CAld Water 
Association, A letter from Chickasaw Association was read and, her 
messeners iH, I. Finley. and J. Gq, Wooten Were recogm ized, ond on 
métion, Elders A, A. Lomax, James Nelson and M. P. Lowrey were re- 
ceired as messengers from the Baptist State Convention, Ministers present 
and not members of our body were invited ta seats _ us and to partic- 
‘ate in the business of the /.ssociation, Kule ra J. N. Acker and J. B 
fiambrell accepted the invitation. Reports from del ue to correspond 
ing bodies were called for. ° R. G. Hewlett and W, TL. Caruthers attended 
the meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention and were much gratified’ 
with their visit, A harmonious meeting wes reportéd from the Chickasiw 
Association, No one a ended the meetings of the ‘Big Hatehie, Zidu or 
ippah Associations, J. Quinche attended the meeting of the Baptist 
State Convention and was oe pleased and Jnterested in the procee(iiugs. 

Appointed correspondence e, as follows; Chickasaw Association, R. rs 
Hewlett, T. R. Williams, W. 8. aa h. J. F. Jaekson, W. R. Kuiert 
7. Quinche and J. M. Gray. Could Water Association, R. G, aclet, 
DJ, Burgess, A. W. Middleton, W. Dupuy. Yalobusha aaa 
t. R. Williams, Thos. B. Haunt, W. R. Bryant, W. Dupny, A. W. Mid- 
“leton, Z. A. Mel, ¢roy. Tippah Association, R. G. Lhewlett, KE. A.’ 
Barrey, A. J. Quinghe, W. 8. banc Zion ‘Association, R. G, Hewlea.- 
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It was moved and carried that the niMning session of the body begin 
at 9 o'clock 4. M. and the evening sexsion begin at 2 o'chuck . M. Ed. 
A. A. Lomax was invited to address the Axsociation to-morrow morning 
nt 11 o’elock, avd present the claims of the Mississippi Colleze. Elder 


*% > —Jymes Nelson was icvited to deliver an address at 2 o'cluck to-morrow 


evening on the subject of Ministerial Education. ; 
‘The pastor and. deacons of the Clear Creek church were appointed a 


committee to arrange preaching during the session of the Association, 
Ministerial 


The committee appointed at our last meeting to-report on 


Education not’ being preseat, Eld. R. G. Hewlett was requested to submit \ 


a report on that subject. ‘ 
On motion, adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock. Prayer | 


by Elder A. A. Lomax. 


FRIDAY MORAUNG—9 O CLOCK. y 


Met according to adjournment, Prayer by Eld\E. D: Miller, The 
11th article of the constitution wis changed according to the proposition 
‘flered at our last meeting. which was as tollows This Associatidt shall at 
itw annual Meetings appoint an Executive Bourd composed ti a& many 
members as there shall be churches repres« pted: with. five additioual 
embers living in the same vieinily, any fite of whom shall ‘comstisute a 


~ 


4 


quorum, : ; a : 

The following query was submitted ‘by the Rrovidence Church, to wit; 
When a person juiued the ehureW ié youth and wambaptized and afterward 
tound he was dceived and asked the chureh to exclude him The Church? 
did so} but the person afterwad meets with a change and desires again to be 
immersed is it right to jinmerse hig) or not hich upon motion wag answered 
in the affirnutative. The hour for Medas. Nelson to address the association 
was changed from 2 eclock this evening to 10 o'clock this morning. Phes 
report op Ministerial Education was read and adopted, The association 
then adjourned and Elder A. A? Lomax addressed the audience and at the 
«lose of which a collection was take» up for the benefit of Mississippi Cul- 
lege, amounting in pledges to $40 00, and in éash, $22 75. 


EVENING SESSION. , 


~ On motion the Exeentive Board of the: Aszociation was authorized to res 
ceive and appropriate the funds rawed‘within its bounds for Mimisteyia! 


; Education. A ppointed C, Crosby, Jesse ILuwphbries and A, W. Middler™ 


2 committee on finance. The Executive Board was granted further time 
: 


tu-make out a report. . 


Appointed an Executive Board, as follows; From Bynam'b creek church 
R. Fowler; Good Hope, Joab Payne ; , Bethany, H. E. Drvper; “Eureka, 
TY. H.diamb; Oxford, W. H. Carothers ; Black Jack, B. M: Horwe ; 
Yellow Leaf, John Ferguson ; Mount Gillead, RK. M. Boydston ; Yoeoun, 
J. W. Stokes ; Clear Creek, R. G. Hewlett ; Water Valley, J. M, Shaw ; 
Plexsaut’ Ridge, W. G. Higgenbotham; Providence, W. ‘R. Bryant; 
Center Hill, T..W. Waldrop; Antioch, 8. D. Johns; together with the 
following brethren from Clear Creek Chureh: D. J. Burgess, Heury 


Buceb, J. H. Burt, J. B. Hudson, and Z. A. MeLeroy. 
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Ap ‘ated A. J. Quinche and KR. Fowler to write a letter of corres- 
pondeuce. Called fur reports of standing committees. The report va 


ion Missions W ead, and pending the adoption, interesting addresses 
re ¥ kG. Uewlett, EXD. Miller, and A. A, Lomax, 


hen a missionary hymn wis sung and a collection taken up amounting to 


$17.70. 
morning. 


The report was adopted, Adjourned unotil 9 o'clock to-morrow 
Prayer by Elder M. P: Lowrey. 


SATURDAY MORNING—9 O'CLOCK, 


Met according to adjournment. Prayer was offered by Elder H. 1. 
The committee'on preaching reported Elder K. D. Miller to 
preach to-day at 1] v'elock; Elder H. J. Findley at 94 o'clock to-mor- 
row morning; Elder M. P. Lowrey at 11 »' clock to-morrow morning, and 
Elder J. B — at2 o'clock to-morrow eveuing. The report of the 
Executive Board was read and adopted. 

‘Report on domestic missions Was read, and pending the ‘adoption the 
Association. adjourned for preaching, aud at the close of Brother Miller's 
cormon a collection was taken up fot domestic missivus, uuder the care of 
the Mario Board, amounting to-$20.60, x 


Findley. 


~— EVENING SESSION. 


Prayer by Elder J. J. Sawyer. Resumed the consideration of the 
report on domestic. miisgjOons, which wat adopted, Report ou Sabbath 
schools: was read. aud fidopted. Report on, Pablications was read dud 
adopted, Report of Fiftance committee was read and-adopted. 

Appointed standifig confingttees as follows : In Domestic Mission? J. B. 
Barrey, J; N: Acker ; \Ministerial Education, \R.- dlewlett, TR. Wil- 
linus: Publications, I. We@Middleton, Ad W. Niddleton; Sabbath 
schools. J. Ho Collins, J.-J. Sawyer; Foreign Missions, A. J. Quinche, 
W.-H. Carothers.. The committee to write a letter of (correspondence 
sabmitted the following, whieh was adopted : Tp the Bodies in correspond: 
ence with @Bford Association : it . 

The Oxtorg Agsociation (as just closed its séssion. It was held with 
the Clear Creek Church, PAfagette county. “Our Associatiotf, js com- 
posed of fiftecu churches. Three new ones joined at our step teesion. 
Our churches are generally in a prosperous eSndition. Some report large 
additions,» Daring the past year there: have been 122 béptized; 97 
received by letter. Total menibership éf the churches composing the 
Association, 931. Our. next session ‘will be held with the Mount Gillead 
Chureh’ seven miles southwest of Water Valley, c¢mmencing on Thurs- 
day before the first Sabbath in October, 1872. We have appointed cor 
responding Inessengers to your bodies, We cordially invite you to cuu- 
tinue correspondence with us, A.J. QUINCHE, Chairman, 

Appointed onr next meeting with. the Mount Gillead Church, seven 
miles southwest of Water Valley, commencing ou Thursday before the 
first Sabbath in October, 1872. ‘Appointed Elder J. H. Collins to preach 
an introductory sermon. The fullowing resolutions were read and 


adupted, to-wit: Resolved, That a cullection be taken up on Sabbath of 


our next meeting, at the ‘close of the 11 o'clock exercises, for Associa- 
tional purpases.-’ Hesoleed. That the churches be requested, in their let 
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tora addressed to the Associa ios at its next session, to furnish Sabbath 
schook statixties. Resoleed, That the thanks e Association are dug 
ia the members of. the Clear Creek Church, qn} the citizens of the 
vieimity for their kinduess aud Mospitality tv the delegates during the 
p e-ent session, 

Adopted the following standing order of businds: Ist, Call for Peti, 
tionary Letters, 2d. Receive gorresponding messengers. “3d. Receive 
reports of messengers to corresponditig bodies. 4th. Appoint messengers 
ta corresponding bodies. Sch. Miscellaneous Business. 6th, Appoint a 
Finanee Committee, 7th, . Reeeive the report of the Executive Board 
Ath. Appoint Exeea'ive Board, 9th. Appoint a committee to write a cor. 
responding letter. 0th, Receive the reports of standing cowmittees, 
Hith. Keeeive Treasurer's report, 12th. Receive report of Finance Cow, 
mittee, 13th, Appoitit standing committees. Lith. Reeeive the report of 
(Committee on Correspondence. Lith Appoint delegates to the-Southeru 
v! State Baptist conventions, 16th, Appoint the place for ‘our next 

17th. Appoint a brother to preach an introduc. 
tory sermon, PSth Receive resolutions, 19th, ‘Call and correct the roll, 
zh. Call for the reading and correction of the miuutes, 

The following resolution was.adopted: Resyloed, That the. clerk have 
ws many copies of the minutes printed gs the funds in his hands for that 

f of. the Mississippi Cullege be 


ssociational meeting. 


purpose will procure, and that the car 


ubliched on the cover of the sante. ms 
Adjoqrued to meet M the time aud place ulbdte designated, 


.: ; eV. QUPUY, Moderator 
Vi. I. Carorny Secretary, »@ . 
: ea 
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FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


That it is the duty of the Church of Chgtt, as she has opportunity and abil 
extend the’infle: cout the Redeemer s King to earth's remotest bounds, to send the 
1 to those wio sit in daricness, “in the tgion’of the shaduw of death, ’ can hard: y 
be duubted by those who read the New Testhent, : 


The Master says, “Go ye into all the wi and preach the fozpel to -eve 
wrre;” go ye. therefore and teach all natior baptising them,” &c , teaching them ts 
observe all things whatsoever | have comma ed you -And it is by the foviis 
Preaching that God saves them’ that believ “He that calls upon the name 
Lord, shail be saved’ but how shall they con “Him in whom they have not he 
gid how shall they believe in Him of whouhey have not hear? ? and how shall ther 
hear without a preacher?” “And how shathey preach except they be sent?’ “46 

aft ig written, how. bexutiful are the feet of t m that preach the Gospel of Peace. thet 
bring glad tidings of good things?” , “So cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of Ged.” > = 

The Master requires us to inbor, ani, [has t 1d us that “the field.is the world 
and what is the’condition. fo day of that fiel Overgrown with bri Soe 
Sunker. in spiritaal ignorance, stiperstitionJolatry afd infidelity, and God in. Hiv 
providence in a mast wonderful manner hdevently opened the door of this ‘field rm 
wa and we are now invited to come up andke possession of the land for the Lord. - 
Nations that for more than a thon-and yed have been closed against the gospel, hat 
recently had all Obstructions of a Jegal chafer removed, and jt is now the p d 
ot Christ's M nisty’s tocater and icarry thgeabof eternal ‘ite. to pe 
ouearth. The padwetot Romanism has bo broken in the old wo 
iwnow freely cirenated, where for many cértes it has } 


Ty cren- 


hness of 
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privilege 
arly every nation 
rid, that the Bible 
ween & proscribed bouk “The 
Gospel is now preached io the bead quartbf the man of siu, and the Bible read be- 
neath the shadows of the Vatican Thee beholus these thir gs. bit is powerless 
to prevent them What privileyes and WDilities are ours? . Surely we should 
make every hast toeultirate the eld whiias been so wonderfully opened to us 

In a lett m Brother Taylor of Ripnd, dated August 2nd 0% 
wonderfully fovuriny us true to our Redeemer, atid te our taith 
merting the mau of sin f ¢ of heafhanism with the Sword of the 
Sirit? God is calling sor évery Baptisthe South to do hi: aluty ’ I 
by the heip of God, Southern Baptista wiftheir duty. ; 

I close by appending a statement fropther Tuyt 
that bas Leen, and is be ing dene ie sug 


“Never betore have Southern Baptist#d sq much fo ebcourage 





» he says,” “God is 






trust, that. 
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them in their 


Ferien Mission work ther missions 1g are enlarged.” They noty liave in tha: 
great Empire, twe ive stations a vi out std, Ww ‘th thirty laborers. Tw cive of these 
are ftom this rountty, i K those ugppointinent, but who are yet here and 
gdabseuheie antive Seven churobes heen formed, ih ccnnection with which 
more than three hundred and f It) have Ipptised. : 

“The ‘African Mission has been tes} and has ten "ptations ‘with twelve wor- 


kers. We are earnestly entreated to indour Appointinguts, 


“Our Ruropean Mission is won lertubgressive: In§ess than a year we 


have 
puteight or ten Evanizetists aatl-Colporte work.indtajy.. In the ¢ity ot Rome a 
Baptist church has been formed. and ma forty have beer baptised A seltool 


for the improvarent of natice preachers lie opened. Thirty thousand , pies of 
are made in dierent parts of: 
Waly for Bayt workers. 








“On the banks of t Adriatic Seafteh heretofore holding the truth except- 
login tegurd Wo the orditfances, have ~} Baptists, and now have seventy-five 
PolMmMUNicadts, wit) a Baptict Pastor. : , 7 

“With these facis before us, what wiP? Vastly more niust be coutributed by 


out people if we are to fi the leadigrovidence. Our’ gitts must be doubled 
The Bourd us t be urged in ‘the most, 7 


! way T0 Go Fouwaxn.* They must be 
sustained by the believiby prayers of SF Baptists, and by their « heertul 
eral gifls, Wt iu, God aud oug, We wait for the issuc.’ 


Resneh: R. G. HEWLETT. 
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REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 


The Sunday Schoo! is the gloryand the blessing of our times. Though Eternity 
atone can reveal all the blessed result, of this method of disseminating divine truth, 
yet we see enongh of these reaulte Uthank God that we live in an age of Sunday 
Nehools. Multiplied thousands of ristians attribute their conversion to lessons 
learned in the Sunday School. Mulftudes, whom the voice of the preacher would 
never reach, and who woald other gtuw up. in ignorance and vice, are thus 
brought under snlutary religious ction. The Sunday School is not only instru- 
mental in edlarging the niembership the church; but it furnishes an extensive field 
af labor, in which every wember maj work. There is ny better ficld for private 
individual effort. The preaching of Guspel, by an orddined ministry, has been, ‘ig 
and ever will be, the most efficient atin christianizing “the world. Ministers in 
the pu'pit can do many things whiehBiymen can not do; but ministersgeven if mul- 
tiplied ten-f ld, cannot do the tenth prt of the work that isto be done. “The har- 
vest truly is plenteous but the laboregmre few.” In thie Aarbest there is room for all, 
ministers and laymen, brethren anGsisters, young and old, © The Sunday School 
would be a great biessing to the churg if its only result were to set the membership at 
A chareh in which the mintier is the only werker cannot possess mur h spit- 
itual power. The spiritual life of & rch will bb proportioned to the spiritual activ. 
ity of its members. What better wij is there of developing the graces Of Christians 
than for them to instrugt others in thiway of’ salvation? Yet, there is #bundant evi- 
dence that many of oar churches de gm appret inte the Sunday School as an agency for 
increasing and developing, the: tale snd graces of their members. Are there’ not 
churches within the bounds of: this Ageciation in 
Aré there not éthers which mainta}’ schools only duringy the sammer 
Where is there a church the majority of whose menibers are engaged in the Sunday 
School. , Re-pectfally submitted, 

A. J. QUINCHE, Chairman. 


AL EDUCATION. 


Education means instruction, the®iere a report (on Ministerial Education ‘is. of 
necessity « Tepurt on fhe instruction © the mipistry. Taking this view ot the subject 
your commitice cannot see how ae person can be opposed to educating mihisters. 
While | would not by any means wilfisgly say anytliing that would be calculated to 
disparage therearnest and veluable labors of ministers who are regarded as uneducated, 
or thist world discourage them in theit work of love. Yet your conmmittes is decidedly 
af the Opinion that the present suffounding circumstances are ot such a character 
as to deinand that every minister of Jesus be instructed ‘to the greatest extent that his 
surrounding circumstances will permit; and | regard this subject as being second, ia 
importance, to none of our internal operations. The ministry of Christ ever has been 
rad ever will be, perhaps, a mixed ministry, and it is probably best that it should 
go, and after all is done in the cause of ministerial education that can be done Wt 
larger number of our ministers will remain uneducated. But the circumstances of the’ 
present time certainly demand an educated leadership, to marshal the hosts of Jesus 
and lead them on to victory. j 

The taslities fur acquiring education by ministers: are perhaps superior to any 
that have existed in this country, at any previous time. And while we, are truly te 
joiced, that as a denomination we live many noble institutions of learning in ditfer- 
ert States, institutions well.worthy the patronage of the denomination. Yet we feel 




















work. 
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it at presen! presents facilities unsurpassed yy any other té those who wish to prepa! 
for the ministry, within the bounds ef.our own State. And we regard itws our dul 
as Baptists of Mississippi to do all we can by our patronage and otherwise to sustal 
snd baild it up, and make it a first class institution in every respect. Policy wo 
dictate that we patronize our own State and denominutional schools, Our interast 
Baptists in the State of Mississippi demands this. If} we look at those States where 
Baptists colieges have been maintained for years past, we may readily see that Ba 
tists there have a predominancy and exert an influent ¢ that is not seen in other Siat 
Thereiore, if we, as Baptists, wish.to build the denominatiog in this State, | know 4 
ne means better adapted to accomptish that purpose than to thoroughly educate on 
ministers and build up our own bowe institutions. R. G. HEWLETT. © 





whieh there are no Sunday Schools ? 





















a especial jatere-t in ourown beloved institution at Crigton, Mississippi, and think that 
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DOMESTIC MISSTONS. 


g leave to report: The Domestic Mission 
Foard of the * at Marion, Alabama, looks ulti- 
mately to the evangelization of all our Southern land. I has now. about 134 mis 
sonaries at. work ia this inviting field. They hantized during the past year 8F2 con 
\erts.. The Board expended during the #ame time $3.1,442.20, in sustaining ‘its mis- 
sionaries, ATong the number in ‘parkor in wholet¥ere cvlored missponaries and Indi- 
son.’ Thése missionaries are occupying from the Potomac.to the Rio Grande, and’ from 


the Ohio to the Ainlf. 
in Mississippi the pas 


Your committee on Domestic Missions be 
Southerns Bapfiet Convention, located 


tors salaries at Vicksbarg, Jackson, Oxford, Natchen, Holty 
Springs, and other points, wert supplimented by the D. B amounting to more. than wis 
contributed in the State for this gresit work. These centres of commerci! influence 
and educational interest are vital’to the healthy aud vigorous condition Of our venom. 
ination in the State. Oxtord ia now destitute.- There is danger too of these other 
important points being abandoned. The Secretary ot ‘the Domestic Missionary Board 
appeals to every brother and. sister ‘ta do something to set forward this .work. 
‘irethren, we should make it # subject Of prayer to God, and conscience before Go! 
that what we do nay be done with the view to glorify the Masters As yet the Oxford 
Association bas done but little. _The work is great, the harvest white befure ua. Provi- 
dence seems to point us to it as our legitimate field, willave enter and'reap. This great 
question appeals to us as individuals and as-ah Association, “What will we do 
brethren,” Lespretfully submitted, 


A, W: MIDDLETON.° 





REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. 


Your Executive Board would offer the tollowing as their report: At a meeting af 
he Board soon aft r the adjournment ‘of the Inst Association, it ‘was agreed to offer 
Prother J. S. Collins the appointment as our missionary. But all\our plans have to# 
Three several appointments to cblwect the Board during 
was unable to ‘perform the service 
reports ten baptisms 
pay him the balance 


great extent sadly miscarried. 
the year, proved failures, and Brother Collins 
desired. fle has however performed some missionary labor and 
and eight restorations under his labors. We have agréed to 
due him for his s¢rvices. 
- Respectfully, 4 

R. G. HEWLETT, Chairman. 
P. &—The Chairman of your Executive Board reports $39 50, raised by him 
from the Clear Creek and Yacona churehes, durfng the past associational year, for the 
benefit of cuperanndated ministtrs, which amount was paid over to Elder John Mid- 
R. G: HEWLETT, Chairman. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


Your Committee on Publications is happy to befable to report that the arrange- 
ment effected between off State Convention, two Years qo, and the editor of Tuk 
Barrist, securing one page in that prper as the organ ot Mississippi Baptist, is still con- 
ined, And that our esteemed Brother, Dr. Lowrey, is still its efficient editor., We 

eee, roceepnngeet it as worthy ‘the patrondie ot every Baptist in our Association 

State 
We also recomthend heartily Tur Home ann 
dimond, Virginia, costs 50 cents a year. And also, Kixp Wore, Tuk Cups 
Muicnt. This is the best ot its kind in ‘our lend, Ten copies and upwards cost on)) 
Bicevts per copy. It should be in every family in our Associct'on. 
. » Respectfully submitted, 

J. J, SAWYER, Chairman. 


Getun, 


Forumiox Jovrxat. It is published at 
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REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

This Amount sent up for Tlome Missions... ....... ....e ghee ee eee eens S104 00 

“ * Ministerial Education..........0....0000s . 20 00 

“ “ “ @  Axsociational Purpo-es 51 8) 

For Tame Mission by Elder R, G, Hewlett, 10 00 

r s “ J. Watters. 4 Sp nabsgeaugisepuassexers hu 

r ; “ “ “6 ts Dd. J | w® Lc ncackesnbecebapacbecen 5 oe 

“ “ Mre. SeeM. Burt..............0005- bce ans 5 00 

4 4 7 .. 7 Ww. 8. ‘Beak nucsauvesatus sees deqsscestit 5 ow 
i 


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 
(; CROSBY, Chairman. 
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